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by conveying European soldiers over a considerable distance
in a space of time which would have been deemed almost
incredible.    The city of Amritsar (near Lahore) abounded in
little chaises drawn by ponies; the whole place was scoured
for the collection of chaises in hundreds, upon which the
soldiers were then placed and seated.    These vehicles were
driven all day under the scorching sun, and soon the mutineers
were confronted to their dismay by British infantry supposed
to be far away.    Few commanders save Nicholson could at
that moment have effected such a movement;   had it not
been effected, the mutineers would have passed on to light a
flame in the heart of the Panjab.    This exploit gladdened
the hearts of many administrators anxiously engaged in pre-
serving the public order.    After executing other movements
with vigour and success, Nicholson marched with his column,
to strengthen the British forces on the ridge before Delhi.   The
British siege train was coming from the Panjab, and the muti-
neers detached a force to stop it; to Nicholson was confided
the task of scattering that force.   In order to do this he had
to march his troops across a broad swamp, which would have
been ordinarily deemed almost impassable.   Nevertheless his
men waded and struggled to victory through miles of deep mud
and water.   This achievement brought joy to the hearts of the
British troops before Delhi.   "When the time approached for
assaulting the city, Nicholson's counsel was added to that of the
enthusiastic men who were in favour of action.   Indeed the
autumnal season had become so malarious, that unless the
assault were delivered without any delay, it could not be
managed at all, for the soldiers were falling sick by hundreds
daily.    At the best,, so scanty were the numbers, that after
the storming parties had victoriously entered the city, there
was for nearly a whole day much difficulty in, preserving com-
munication with the camp outside.   I visited the spot where
Nicholson fell shortly after the city gate had been stormed.
The street was' narrow, with houses on both sides, from which
musketry was being poured into the advancing column; he was
standing forward to guide his men, and  dropped  mortally